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Introduction 
1. The thirteenth Conference of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for Cooperation in the 
Protection, Management and Development of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Areas of the 
Atlantic Coast of West, Central and Southern African Region (Abidjan Convention) was held virtually 
from December 13 to 15, 2021. The meeting, whose theme was "Ocean Governance: Challenges 
and Opportunities for the Sustainable Development of Africa", was organized in accordance with 
Article 17 of the Convention, which provides that the Contracting Parties shall meet in ordinary session 
every two or three years.  

2. The meeting was two-pronged: 

a) An Experts’ Segment; 

b) A Ministerial Segment. 
 

Part 1: Experts’ Segment 

I. Opening of the Experts’ Segment 
3. The Experts’ Segment was opened on Monday, December 13, 2021, at 8:30 a.m. by Mr. Marcel 

Yao, Technical Advisor in charge of international cooperation and resource mobilization (Côte 
d’Ivoire), who represented the Presiding Chairperson of the Bureau. 
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4. Opening statements were made by Mr. Abou Bamba, Executive Secretary of the Abidjan 
Convention, Mr. Marcel Yao, Technical Advisor in charge of international cooperation and 
resource mobilization, on behalf of the Environment and Sustainable Development 
Minister of Côte d’Ivoire, Ms. Kerstin Stendhal on behalf of the Executive Director of 
UNEP. The opening address was delivered by Ms. Arlette Soudan-Nonault, Minister of 
Environment, Sustainable Development and the Congo Basin. 

5. In her speech, Ms. Soudan-Nonault emphasized that there is still a long way to go despite 
the progress made in 40 years of existence. She recalled that there are important challenges 
to be met, including ocean acidification, plastic pollution, etc. The Abidjan Convention 
remains a major player in the resolution of such problems. She invited the Parties to 
contribute to the special trust fund to provide the Convention with the necessary means of 
action to achieve its objectives. 

She urged the Experts to scrutinize the documents submitted for their consideration during this COP13 
in order to proffer relevant solutions to the major challenges on environmental issues.  She hoped that 
the deliberations would be fruitful. 

 

II. Organizational issues 

A. Election of the Bureau Officers 

6. It was decided that the members of the Bureau of the twelfth meeting of the Contracting 
Parties would remain in office until the end of the meeting, when a new Bureau would be elected. 

B. Participation of observers 

7. It was agreed that all sessions of the meeting, unless otherwise decided, would be open to 
representatives of international bodies and national governmental and non-governmental organizations 
attending the conference as approved observers. 

C. Credentials Committee 

8. A credentials committee has been formed to verify the credentials of representatives. 

D. Adoption of the rules of procedure of the Conference 

9. It was agreed that the Rules of Procedure for Meetings and Conferences of the Contracting 
Parties to the Abidjan Convention (published as UN Environment (Ecosystems Division) / 
ABC-WACAF/COP.13/Ref.3) will govern the conduct of business at the meeting. 
It was recalled that in accordance with the rules of procedure (Article 4), countries with more than two 
years of arrears of contributions could not sit on the Bureau or host the next COP. 

E. Adoption of the agenda 

10. The provisional agenda contained in document UN Environment (Ecosystems Division) / ABC-
WACAF/COP.13/1 was adopted. 

 

A. Recommendations 

To the Secretariat 

11. To provide advisory support to countries so that in the process of creating Marine Protected Areas, they 
can meet the standards of creation, management efficiency and governance of MPAs.  

12. To ensure that areas on the high seas beyond domestic jurisdictions are taken into account in the Protocol 
Additional on marine protected areas.  

13. To support the States in the conduct of studies for the identification of areas of ecological and biological 
interest (EBSA) and to support the States in the transformation of a number of EBSA into marine protected 
areas;   

14. To advocate with regional and international organizations in the intervention area of the Abidjan 
Convention to encourage them to become Parties to the Abidjan Convention;   

15. To provide for several categories in the Abidjan Convention Award to cover the different initiatives of role 
players and institutions;   

                           To stakeholders 

16. To assess the critical state of the Convention’s trust fund due to the accumulated arrears of contributions 
from States and the huge risks that this situation poses to the functioning of the Secretariat, the 
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implementation of the work program and even the very existence of the Convention.  

17. To congratulate Côte d’Ivoire, Namibia, Sierra Leone, Mauritania and Benin who are making 
commendable efforts to honor their commitments to the Convention, thus supporting the implementation 
of the missions and objectives of the Convention and to invite the States Parties to settle their arrears of 
contributions as soon as possible.  

18. To congratulate Sierra Leone, the first country of the Convention to have produced a report on the state of 
the marine environment, and Benin, Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana for having produced their reports and to 
encourage the other member countries to follow suit. 

19. To direct the Convention Secretariat to enforce the provisions of Procedure 4 (see document ABC-
WACAF/COP12/. inf.3) to Members in arrears at the next COP 14. 

20. To recall the provisions of Procedure 4 (see doc. ABC-WACAF/COP12/. inf.3), which empowers the 
Secretariat of the Convention to activate the provisions provided for this purpose, by proposing a schedule 
spread over 6 years for the collection of unpaid contributions at year-end closing of accounts on December 
31, 2021 from the following Contracting Parties: Angola, Cameroon, DR Congo, Congo, Gabon, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo 

21. To inform each Contracting Party in an irregular situation as of December 31, 2021, that as of January 1, 
2022, they shall: 

a) Pay their current year’s contribution and 
b) Pay the instalment under the collection plan 

22. To urge the Contracting Parties to: 

a) Abide by fully to the recovery plan and 
b) Honor their commitments to the Abidjan Convention 
c) Seize this opportunity to gradually clear their arrears of contributions. 

 
23. To launch an urgent final appeal to save the achievements of the Abidjan Convention and commit 

themselves to support the Secretariat as part of the recovery of unpaid contributions from Members owing; 
  

24. To recommend the setting up of a high-level Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by the Vice Presiding 
Chairperson of the Bureau, in consultation with the Executive Secretary, to assist in the recovery of arrears; 

25. To recommend that the Secretariat diversify mechanisms for mobilizing funds; 

26. To insist on the respect of the rules and procedures that the States have adopted in the context of the 
Convention. 

27. To hold as soon as possible the statutory meeting on the WACAF action plan, adopted at the same time as 
the Abidjan Convention.   

28. To actively participate in the discussions on the legally binding treaty beyond domestic jurisdictions in 
order to assert Africa’s interests; 

29. To initiate processes for the establishment of marine protected areas beyond domestic jurisdictions. 

30. To support the implementation of the Marine Spatial Planning tool with ownership measures and support 
from political authorities.  

31. To expressly request UNEP to facilitate the provision of Mr. Abou BAMBA to the Republic of Côte 
d’Ivoire to ensure the chairmanship of the COP 15 of the Convention on Desertification.  

 

III. Report of the Executive Secretary of the Abidjan Convention on 
progress made in implementing the decisions adopted at the twelfth 
meeting of the Contracting Parties 
32. Under this item, the Executive Secretary of the Abidjan Convention submitted his report 
contained in document UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/3. 

33. He recalled that progress was based on the 5 pillars of the Convention and took into account 
new issues that had emerged since the birth of the Convention. 
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34. Despite the situation caused by the pandemic and the financial condition of the Convention, a 
number of decisions were implemented thanks in particular to the support of the partners. 

35. The text of the amendment to the Convention is ready for adoption to incorporate emerging 
issues.  

36. The Convention has been strengthened by three new protocols on mangrove ecosystems, 
integrated coastal zone management, and offshore oil and gas activities. 

37. A regional policy for integrated ocean management has also been spelled out. 

38. However, the financial section of the report epitomizes a disturbing picture that dangerously 
jeopardizes the very existence of the Convention because of the accumulated arrears of contributions 
by the Parties to the trust fund. 

39. In the discussion that ensued, participants congratulated the Secretariat for the progress made in 
implementing the draft decisions despite the difficult financial situation. Senegal thanked the Secretariat 
for its work and promised that it would take all necessary steps to clear its arrears. A participant recalled 
that it was not acceptable that countries that do not pay their contributions continue to benefit from the 
services of the Convention, i.e. from the resources of good performers who pay their contributions. He 
suggested that the COP presidency make the case to its colleagues to address this thorny problem of 
contributions. Benin alluded to administrative problems in locating a payment made in 2019. Cameroon 
hinted at internal organizational problems between the various ministries. Ghana recalled its willingness 
to pay its contributions. Congo said it had received ministerial instructions to pay its arrears. Several 
representatives reminded the Contracting Parties of their obligations. Nigeria stated that it had received 
all the reminders from the Secretariat which were forwarded to the relevant authorities. The chairperson 
suggested that the Focal Points follow up on the commitments made and report back to the Convention. 

IV. Report of the Chair of the Special Committee on Science and 
Technology 
40. Under this agenda item, the representative of the Secretariat submitted a report on the work of 
the second meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on Science and Technology (document UN Environment 
(Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/inf.11). The main objective of this meeting, held online 
on December 11, 2021, was to provide guidance to the Contracting Parties and the Secretariat on the 
technological and scientific issues on the agenda of the thirteenth meeting of the Contracting Parties, 
taking into account the activities proposed for inclusion in the budget. The Experts on the Ad Hoc 
Committee had reviewed the documents and draft decisions prepared for the meeting, including the draft 
protocols related to the Convention.  

 

V. Review of draft decisions 

A. Draft Decision [CP-13.1]: On the implementation of COP12 decisions 

41. The representative of the Secretariat submitted the status of implementation of the COP12 
decisions. It appears that a large part of the decisions has been fully or partially implemented thanks 
to the partnerships mobilized by the Secretariat. 

42.  The participants congratulated the Secretariat for the efforts made and the progress achieved. 

43. The participants requested the Secretariat to pursue the implementation of the following 
decisions and to report back to the COP 14: 

CP.12/7: Integrated Coastal and Ocean Management Policy 
CP.12/14: Illegal trade in marine and coastal wildlife  
CP.12/13: Control of marine and coastal invasive plants  
CP.12/15: Sustainable management of lagoons  
CP.12/17: Coastal City Management  
CP.12/18: Ocean Energy  
CP.12/19: Alliance of Parliamentarians and Local Elected Officials of the Coastal Areas of the 
Abidjan Convention 

44. The draft decision was approved without any change. 
 

B. Draft Decision CP13/2 on the 2022-2024 Work Program  
 
45. The representative of the Secretariat submitted the work program for the period 2022-2024 
contained in document UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/4. He described 
the rationale for the program, its main components and the activities planned to be undertaken. 

46. The work program is based on the environmental concerns of the Parties and focuses on the 
following areas 

- Valuation of coastal and marine ecosystem goods and services; 
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- Management for the implementation of programs and activities to reduce or prevent degradation of 
the marine environment and coastal areas; 

- Coordination and legal aspects, including the amendment and updating of the Abidjan Convention, 
improved coordination of activities and information exchange, and institutional strengthening for the 
implementation of the Convention; 

- Communication, awareness, information and education with an emphasis on community information 
exchange and advocacy, community empowerment and capacity building; 

- Cross-cutting and emerging issues and funding strategies; 
 

47. In the discussion that followed, a number of representatives praised the quality of the program. One 
representative stated that it was well designed and took into account the concerns of the countries in the 
region. Some representatives expressed concerns about identifying sources of funding and mobilizing 
resources to carry out the planned activities 

48. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

C. Draft Decision [CP-13.3]: Financial Issues 

49. In a closed session, the representative of the Secretariat submitted a report on financial matters, in 
particular the financial report of the Abidjan Convention Trust Fund for the period 2018-2020 contained 
in document UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/5. He submitted a 
particularly alarming picture of the accounts of the Convention, which had been operating with limited 
budgetary resources, mainly due to the fact that several Contracting Parties were in arrears with their 
contributions, with the consequence that the resources available were not in line with the mandate and 
activities of the Secretariat. He recalled that at this rate, the question of the sustainability of the Convention 
might be raised. 

50. In the discussion that followed, there was general concern about the problems resulting from the 
non-payment of contributions.  

51. The secretariat commended the efforts of countries such as Benin, Sierra Leone, Namibia, South 
Africa, Mauritania and Côte d’Ivoire, the latter having even paid an exceptional contribution in addition to 
its dues.  

52. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

D. Draft Decision [COP-13.4]: Amendment of the text of the Abidjan Convention 

53. The representative of the Secretariat submitted the proposed changes to the text of the Convention 
contained in document UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/5. He noted that 
proposals had been made at the ninth, eleventh and twelfth meetings of the Contracting Parties to amend 
the text to reflect issues relevant to the Atlantic coast of the Western, Central and Southern African region. 
As a result, a contact group was established to update the text of the Convention and its protocols. 
54. At the twelfth Conference of the Parties, the Chair of the Contact Group on Amending the Text of 
the Abidjan Convention, and on Adding Protocols to the Convention, stated that the proposed amendments 
were consistent with the objectives of the Convention as set out in the original text adopted in 1981. The 
preamble had been updated to include the blue economy, sustainable development and climate change; 
definitions of "coastal erosion", "dumping", "marine and coastal biological diversity" and "ballast water" 
had been added to the text; and it was proposed that the geographical scope of the Convention be expanded 
to include countries that were not Contracting Parties and areas that extend beyond the scope of the 
Convention, taking into account the transboundary nature of river basins. Two options for moving forward 
were suggested: to consider the proposed amendments to the Convention, or, given the technical nature of 
the proposed amendments, to consider the Convention as new, which would require a new ratification 
procedure. 
55. In the ensuing discussion, a number of representatives welcomed the work of the contact group. 
Two representatives had expressed concern about the broadening of the geographical scope of the 
Convention, which they felt could create confusion and hamper implementation. Several other 
representatives had said that the scope should be broadened, as many pollutants reaching the sea originated 
in inland river basins and marine and coastal issues required an integrated approach. 

56. It was agreed that the Convention would be considered amended and not new, that the new 
articles would be approved, and that the proposal to expand the geographic scope of the Convention 
required further consideration. 

57. The Secretariat is now requested to organize as soon as possible a meeting of the 
plenipotentiaries for the adoption and signature of the amended text of the Convention. 

58. The draft decision was approved. 
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E. Draft Decision - CP 13/5: on the development of a Protocol Additional on Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs)  

59. The representative of the Secretariat submitted a draft decision on the elaboration of a Protocol 
Additional on Marine Protected Areas, Wildlife and Plants contained in document UN Environment 
(Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6. 

60. The objective of this protocol would be to provide the Convention with a tool to better protect 
ocean and coastal resources and to halt, or at least slow down, the loss of biological diversity in the face 
of pressures and threats of all kinds, mainly due to human activities: overfishing, exploration and 
mining, illegal discharges, bottom trawling, introduction of invasive species, etc. 

61. The interest of a Protocol Additional would be to emphasize interdisciplinarity and an integrated 
approach in the management of spaces and species. This cooperation tool will thus carry a holistic 
vision of all the domains necessary for the apprehension of the threats rather than privileging a 
fragmented analysis by domains of activities as it is very often the case. 

62. It would also strengthen the network of marine protected areas in the sub-region by supporting 
the contracting parties in their desire to create new protected areas or make existing ones operational. 
For, the marine protected areas play a leading role in the conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biodiversity and in the resilience of marine and coastal ecosystems. 

63. To this end, the Convention should develop a specific guide of good practices for the 
management of MPAs. 

64. During the rich and intense debates that followed, several participants gave their support to the 
draft decision. 

65. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

F. Draft Decision CP13/6 on the implementation of MDG14 in the countries of the 
Abidjan Convention  

66. The representative of the Secretariat submitted a draft decision on the implementation of SDG14 in the 
countries of the Abidjan Convention contained in document UN Environment (Ecosystems 
Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6. 

67. The draft decision aims at strengthening the coordination of the implementation and dissemination of 
the results of the SDGs in Africa in line with the conclusions of the Conference organized by the 
Sustainable Development Goals Center for Africa (SDGC/A) entitled "Implementing the SDGs in 
Africa - Reflections on a Three-Year Journey" held in Kigali from 12 to 14 June 2019. 

68. States Parties are also expected to establish an SDG 14 cluster within their existing national frameworks 
for SDG implementation and monitoring.   

69. The draft decision was approved without any change. 
 

G. Draft Decision CP13/7 on Ocean Acidification made by the States Parties 

70. The representative of the Secretariat introduced draft decision CP13/7 on ocean acidification contained 
in document UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6.  

71. The draft decision encourages the acquisition of knowledge for a better understanding of the 
phenomenon of ocean acidification, which has a major harmful impact on marine ecosystems. 

72. It also aims to urge the contracting parties to take into account the importance of the ocean and lists a 
series of measures to be integrated into their national strategies and plans for sustainable development 
in order to mitigate the phenomenon. 

73. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

H. Draft Decision CP13/8 on the governance of coastal and marine areas in the 
Abidjan Convention area.  

74. The Representative of the Secretariat introduced the draft decision on Integrated Coastal and Marine 
Governance contained in UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/Consortium for the Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources. 
ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6.  

75. The objective of this decision is to underline the need to adopt an integrated approach in the 
management of coastal and marine areas in order to ensure coherence between the different sectoral 
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strategies and to take into account their impact on the ecosystems. 

76. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

I. Draft decision CP13/9 for the adoption of a regulation or a regulation implementing 
Community law for the transposition of the Protocols Additional into national law  

77. The representative of the Secretariat introduced draft decision CP13/9 contained in document UN 
Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6. 

78. The purpose of the draft decision is to mandate the Secretariat of the Abidjan Convention to formalize its 
cooperation with regional economic organizations and to accelerate the process of ratification and 
transposition of the Protocols Additional into the legal bodies of the Contracting Parties. 

79. In the discussion that followed, one participant stressed the relevance of allowing certain regional 
organizations to be parties to the Convention, which would facilitate the adoption of the protocols. 

80. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

J. Draft Decision CP13/10 on the preparation of a report on the state of the marine 
and coastal environment in the Abidjan Convention area.  

81. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the draft decision contained in document UN 
Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6. 

82. The draft decision aims to popularize the practice of preparing a report on the state of the marine and 
coastal environment in the contracting parties, as has been tried in Benin, Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana.  

83. This report will identify gaps in order to assist countries in the process. This is an essential element of 
the integrated ocean management cycle. 

84. During the ensuing discussion, several participants expressed support for the draft decision. 

85. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

K. Draft Decision CP13/11 on collaboration with other regional seas conventions in 
Africa  

86. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the decision contained in document UN Environment 
(Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6.  

87. The draft decision aims to bring about the emergence of an Africa of seas and coasts in order to harmonize 
the continent’s conservation measures and positions on global debates.  

88. In the discussion that followed, the representatives agreed that it was important to adopt the decision and 
that regional collaboration was needed on the issue. They encouraged the Secretariat to work with relevant 
organizations. 

89. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

L. Draft Decision CP13/12 on the Blue Economy in the context of poverty reduction in 
Africa  

90. Presenting the draft decision, the representative of the Secretariat stressed the need to support certain 
sectors in order to unlock the economic potential of the Contracting Parties through the application of the 
principles of the blue economy to reduce poverty. 

91. In the ensuing discussion, representatives supported the draft decision 

92. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

M. Draft Decision CP13/13 on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of the 
Biological Diversity of Marine Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (ABNJ)  

93. Introducing the draft decision, the representative of the Secretariat stressed the need to recognize the 
importance of the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond 
national jurisdiction, taking into account the ecological connectivity and socio-economic importance 
of areas beyond domestic jurisdiction and in particular the waters adjacent to the Abidjan Convention 
area.  

94. The draft decision reiterates the need for African countries to participate in global discussions on 
marine biodiversity and to strengthen cooperation with relevant organizations to, inter alia, build 
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capacity for marine scientific research and decision-making at the national and sub-regional levels 
with regard to the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyond areas of 
national jurisdiction. 

95. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

N. Draft Decision CP13/14 on the creation of an award of excellence of the Abidjan 
Convention on Sustainable Coastal and Marine Management  

96. Presenting the draft decision, the representative of the Secretariat justified this decision by the need to 
recognize and commend the efforts of natural or legal persons who have distinguished themselves in 
their commitment to the sustainable management of marine and coastal biodiversity in the Abidjan 
Convention area.  

97. The draft decision was approved without any change. 
 

O. Draft Decision CP13/15 on Marine Spatial Planning (MSP)  

98. Introducing the draft decision, the representative of the Secretariat said the purpose of the decision was 
to highlight the progress made in implementing a COP12 decision on MSP, particularly in a pilot phase 
in Benin, Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana.  

99. The draft decision also aims to urge the contracting parties to draw on the experience of these three 
countries to expand and make it sustainable.  

100. Recommendation to emphasize the importance of political support for the implementation of the 
process. 

101. The draft decision was approved. 

 

P. Draft Decision CP13/16 on Marine Plastic Waste  

102. Introducing the draft decision, the representative of the Secretariat stated that the purpose of the draft 
decision was to provide the sub-region with a regional action plan to protect the coasts and oceans 
from pollution by plastic waste and micro-plastics. 

103. The representative of the Secretariat explained that progress has been made in this area thanks to 
partnerships with AMWN, GIZ, WWF, Grid Arendal, UNEP-GPA, Tara Foundation, BRS 
Conventions and others. He added that significant support has been provided by the European Union 
and UNEP within the framework of the ACP MEAs III program. 

104. He insisted that no action, no policy, no initiative will have a convincing effect without the awareness 
and involvement of all Segments of the communities concerned in order to bring about the necessary 
behavioral changes. Women and youth are at the forefront of this paradigm shift. It will also be 
important to develop cooperation with the private sector and civil society in order to find alternatives 
and strengthen recycling and/or reuse channels. 

105. He reiterated the importance for the contracting parties to support the campaign for the adoption of a 
global legally binding treaty against plastic pollution. 

106. He finally stated that the Abidjan Convention should have a Protocol Additional on plastic waste.  

107. The draft decision was approved as amended. 

 

Q. Draft Decision CP13/17 on the Youth Ocean Ambassadors Network  

108. The representative of the Secretariat explained that the draft decision submitted was part of the 
popularization of knowledge on ocean sciences. He emphasized the importance of mobilizing the 
youngest in order to prepare the citizens of tomorrow by educating them on environmental issues.  

109. The draft decision was approved. 

 

R. Draft Decision CP13/18 on the action plans for the implementation of the Protocols 
Additional to the Abidjan Convention.  

110. The representative of the Secretariat introduced a draft decision with a UN number 
Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6 to encourage the development of 
projects and policies to implement the action plans of the Protocols Additional to the Abidjan 
Convention.  
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Discussions revealed that only Sierra Leone had ratified the protocols and that there was an urgent need 
for other countries to do so. 

111. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

 

S. Draft decision CP13/19 on the collection, management and sharing of data and 
information (link with the Resource Center and the monitoring and evaluation 
system)  

112. The representative of the Secretariat submitted the draft decision on the operationalization of the 
resource center of the Abidjan Convention and the development of cooperation with partners to 
facilitate the collection and sharing of data.  

113. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

T. Draft Decision [CP-13.20]: On Sargassum Algae Blooms 

114. The Representative of the Secretariat submitted the draft decision which should allow a better 
understanding of the Sargassum seaweed phenomenon.  

115. The draft decision was approved without any change. 

U. Draft Decision [CP-13.21]: Thanks to the Congolese Government 

116. Introducing the draft decision, the representative of the Secretariat said that Congo had shown 
commitment and dedication in organizing this Conference of the Parties despite the uncertain times 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

117. Many participants thanked the Congolese government for organizing the meeting.  

118. The draft decision was approved without any change. 
 

VI. Review of the draft Pointe-Noire Declaration on Integrated Ocean 
Management Policies in Africa 

119. The representative of the Secretariat introduced the draft Abidjan Declaration contained in document 
UN Environment (Division of Ecosystems)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/6. 

120. The draft declaration was approved without amendment. 
 

VII. Review of workshop recommendations and draft Expert Segment 
report 

121. The recommendations and draft report of the Expert Segment were submitted to the meeting for 
review. The recommendations were adopted without change and forwarded to the ministerial Segment. 
The draft report was adopted with minor amendments for inclusion in the meeting report. 

 

VIII. A.O.B. 

A. Proposed motion to support the Secretariat 

122. Several participants felt that a motion of support should be submitted to commend the work of the 
Abidjan Convention Secretariat and to congratulate the Executive Secretary on his appointment as 
Presiding Chairperson of the National Organizing Committee for the UNCCD COP15 in Côte 
d’Ivoire.  

123. Motion of support in congratulations to the Executive Secretary of the Abidjan Convention. 
Introducing the motion, the representative of Côte d’Ivoire, chairperson of the session, praised the 
remarkable work done by the Secretariat of the Abidjan Convention throughout the revitalization 
phase and since COP12. 

124. The participants thanked the Executive Secretary for the work accomplished since his arrival in this 
position and congratulated him on his appointment as Presiding Chairperson of the Organizing 
Committee of the COP15 of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 
while wishing him every success in his new position. 

125. The participants expressly request the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment 
Programme to work on the best options so that the Executive Secretary is at the disposal of the 
competent authorities to calmly prepare the 15th COP of the UNCCD without prejudice to his 
benefits as a United Nations official. 

B. Request for UN Habitat to be housed at the Abidjan Convention Secretariat.  
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126. It was requested that the request be considered in light of available space and the Convention’s 
future hiring plans. 

 
C. Celebration of the fortieth anniversary of the Convention.  

127. It was requested to postpone the celebration until the meeting of the plenipotentiaries.  

128. A request was made to organize a traveling exhibition on the coastline to show the exceptional 
landscapes of the Abidjan Convention area.  

129. It was requested to submit the work of the Convention also to UNEA 5. 

 
D. Parallel events. 

130. Participants were informed of several side events starting on Thursday, December 16. 

131. The program of side events was submitted to the participants. 

 

E. Bureau of COP  
132. The Executive Secretary recalled that it is customary for the host country to chair the Bureau. He 

confirmed that the Bureau traditionally includes two representatives from West Africa, two from Central 
Africa and one from Southern Africa. The following bureau was proposed: Presiding Chairperson 
Congo. VPCs Mauritania and Sierra Leone. Rapporteurs Benin, South Africa and Côte d’Ivoire. 

IX. Closing of the Expert Segment 
133. Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the panel Segment was declared closed on Tuesday, 

December 14, 2021 at 5:09 pm. 

Part 2: Ministerial Segment 

I. Opening of the Ministerial Segment 
134. The ministerial Segment was opened on Wednesday, December 13, 2021 at 9:00 am by the Chairman 

of the meeting, Mr. Jean-Luc Assi, Ivorian Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development. 

135. Opening statements were made by Mr. Abou Bamba, Executive Secretary of the Abidjan Convention, 
Ms. Susan Gardner on behalf of Ms. Inger Andersen, Director General of UNEP and Ms. Arlette Soudan-
Nonault, Minister of the Environment, of Sustainable Development and the Congo Basin. 
 

136. In his statement, Mr. Bamba recalled the long road traveled by the Abidjan Convention since its creation 
in 1981. He paid tribute to all those who made the Convention what it is. He also thanked the partners 
who helped achieve the goals the convention set for itself. 

137. Ms. Susan Gardner addressed the UNEP Executive Director, Ms. Inger Andersen. She recalled the 
reasons that had prompted Parties and UNEP to provide the region with a framework for cooperation to 
manage issues related to marine and coastal biodiversity and ensure sustainable management of the 
region's resources. 

138. She recalled that the extraordinary results obtained in 40 years in the fight against pollution, the 
protection of marine and coastal biodiversity (... ) required a sense of responsibility in terms of payment 
of contributions to the trust fund in order to preserve the achievements. of the Convention. The current 
situation of the trust fund, caused by an accumulation of arrears, posed serious risks for the future of the 
Convention. 

139. For his part Mr. Jean-Luc Assi has praised the vision of the authorities at the time, who deemed it 
relevant to cooperate to manage the region’s resources forty years ago. He recalled the seriousness of 
the threats to the ocean, an important source of life and income for millions of people. The minister 
underlined the commitment of the Ivorian authorities to integrated and sustainable management of 
marine resources. He recalled the importance of the year 2022 in terms of environmental issues for 
Africa, in particular through the organization of the UNCCD COP15 in Côte d'Ivoire in May. 

140. For his part, Mr. Fodeh Jaward, Minister of the Environment of Sierra Leone, stressed the relevance of 
the theme of the conference, which provides an opportunity to evaluate the Convention's activities in 
this regard. He recalled that all the decisions adopted are an opportunity to increase the capacity of the 
Convention. 

141. He recalled the efforts made by Sierra Leone to implement the additional protocols to the Abidjan 
Convention with the support of partners. The Minister welcomed the measures taken to clear the arrears 
of the Parties. For his part, his country is committed to clearing the arrears for the year 2021 by the first 
quarter of 2022. 

142. In her opening speech, Ms. Arlette Soudan-Nonault, Minister for Environment, Sustainable 
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Development and the Congo Basin, recalled the importance of the ocean as a powerful climate regulator. 
However, the balance maintained by the oceans is threatened by pollution, global warming, sanitary 
waste and water acidification. Faced with these threats, the Congo has put in place several conservation 
measures: banning single-use plastic bags, signing additional protocols, etc. 

143. She also highlighted the major role played by the Abidjan Convention, which has been constantly 
communicating to maximize the chances of sustainable development in the region. 

144. A video was then displayed on the 40th anniversary of the Abidjan Convention. 
 

II. Adoption of the agenda and organizational matters 
145. It was recalled that the Rules of Procedure for Meetings and Conferences of the Contracting Parties to 

the Abidjan Convention ( symbolized as UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-
WACAF/COP.13/Ref.3) would govern the conduct of the meeting. 

146. It was recalled that in accordance with the Rules of Procedure (Rule 4), countries with more than two 
years of arrears of dues could not be sitting in the Bureau nor organizing the next COP. 

147. The provisional agenda (UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/1) was 
adopted. 

 

III. Report of the Executive Secretary of the Abidjan Convention on the 
progress made in implementing the decisions adopted by the twelfth 
meeting of the Contracting Parties 

148. Under this topic, the Executive Secretary presented his report (document UN Environment (Ecosystems 
Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/3). He stressed that, despite the COVID19 pandemic, the past 68 
months had seen considerable progress made by the Convention, which has strengthened its position as 
a key player in the region. He recalled the urgency of full payment of the contributions due by the 
Contracting Parties so that the Convention can duly fulfill its mandate and consolidate its achievements. 

 

IV. Report of the Chair of the Special Committee on Science and 
Technology 

149. Under this topic, the Secretariat representative presented a report on the work of the second meeting of 
the Ad Hoc Committee on Science and Technology (document UN Environment (Ecosystems 
Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/inf.11). He presented the list of draft decisions (21 draft decisions) 
forwarded by the Committee on Science and Technology to the expert segment. 

 

V. Financial Issues 
150. In a closed session, the Secretariat representative reported on financial matters, in particular the 

financial report of the Abidjan Convention Trust Fund for the period 2017-2020 as contained in 
document UN Environment (Ecosystems Division)/ABC-WACAF/COP.13/5. He pointed out that the 
Convention had been operating with limited budgetary resources, mainly because several Contracting 
Parties were in arrears with their contributions, with the result that the resources available were not 
consistent with the mandate and activities of the Secretariat. 

151. The report on financial matters was adopted. 
 

VI. Report of the Credentials Committee 
152. In accordance with Rule 20 of the Rules of Procedure, the Bureau of the Convention, assisted by the 

Credentials Committee, examined the credentials shared by the Parties. Two (2) countries namely 
Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana were nominated to serve on the Credentials Committee. After verification, 
seven (7) Parties are entitled to exercise their voting rights, if any, in accordance with Rules 19 and 
20 of the Rules of Procedure. 

153. These countries are : 
● Sierra Leone 
● Benin 
● Ghana 
● Senegal 
● Republic of Congo 
● Gambia 
● Cameroun 

154. The Credentials received are in accordance with Articles 19 and 20 of the Rules and Procedures. 
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Twenty-one (21) draft decisions out of twenty-one (21) presented were adopted by consensus. The 
report of the Credentials Committee was approved and signed by the Parties. 

 

VII. Review and adoption of decisions 
155. The draft decisions approved by the Expert Segment were submitted to the Ministers for consideration. 

156. The draft decisions, taking into account the requested changes, were presented for adoption at the 
Meeting. 

157. The draft decisions were adopted with the amendments requested. 

158. The adopted decisions as adopted by the Contracting Parties are attached as Annex to this report. 

 

VIII. Bureau of COP 
159. The Executive Secretary recalled that it was customary for the host country to chair the Bureau. He 

confirmed that the Bureau traditionally included two representatives from West Africa, two from 
Central Africa and one from Southern Africa. The following bureau was proposed : President Congo. 
Vice President Mauritania and Sierra Leone. Rapporteurs Benin, South Africa and Côte d'Ivoire. 

160. The proposal was adopted. 

 

IX. Dates and venue of the fourteenth meeting of the Contracting Parties 
161. The proposed dates are 29 April to 2 May 2024 in Freetown, Sierra Leone. 

 

X. Any Other Business 
162. In other business, it was proposed to support the government of Côte d'Ivoire in the organization of the 

COP15 of the UN Convention on Desertification. 

163. An item was raised on the request by UN Habitat to be hosted in the Convention Secretariat premises. 
The Secretariat was asked to consider the request in light of its own plans and needs. 

164. States were asked to make provisions in their budgets for the payment of their arrears to the Abidjan 
Convention Trust Fund. 

165. A motion of support was introduced to commend the work of the Abidjan Convention Secretariat and 
to congratulate the Executive Secretary on his appointment as Chair of the National Organizing 
Committee for the UNCCD COP15 in Côte d'Ivoire. 

166. The participants urged the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to work 
on the best options for the Executive Secretary to be made available to the relevant authorities to prepare 
serenely for UNCCD COP15 without prejudice to his benefits including financial as a United Nations 
official. 

 

XI. Finalization and adoption of the Pointe-Noire Declaration 
167. The Pointe-Noire Declaration was read out. 

168. The Pointe-Noire Declaration was adopted. It is attached to this report. 
 

XII. Adoption of the meeting report 
169. The report of the thirteenth Conference of the Parties to the Abidjan Convention was read out. The 

report was adopted. 
 

XIII. Closing of the meeting 
170. The thirteenth Conference of the Parties to the Abidjan Convention was closed on Wednesday 

15th December 2021 by Ms. Arlette Soudan-Nonault, Minister of Environment, Sustainable 
Development and the Congo Basin at 3:45 pm. 
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